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4.   The University Senate House.
The University of Calcutta was founded by the Government of India, in
1875. It is an examining rather than a teaching body.
Continuing our drive, we pass along the West side of
Wellington Square.
' 'Excavated in 1822, it was one of the good works of the Lottery Committee.
Its site* was formerly occupied by wretched huts inhabited by lascars who
made the place a mass of filth and dirt. The banks have several times fallen
in, owing to the old creek called Channel Creek having formerly flowed through
it." Long : Calcutta Review, Vol. XVIII, p. 296.
•
Crossing Dharamtollah and Jaun Bazar (Corporation
Street), we enter Wellesley Square. On the North side is
the Calcutta Madrassa, founded in 1781 by Warren
Hastings, for the encouragement of Arabic learning and
the study of Mohammedan Law. The present buildings
were erected in 1820. At the north-west corner of the
Square is the Free Kirk of Scotland, completed, after
grave architectural disasters, in 1846. The spire is
graceful. On the East side of the Square is St. Saviour's,
where on Sundays, the services of the English Church
may be heard in at least three Indian languages.
the free school and st. thomas' church.
We turn to the right down Marquis Street into Free
School Street and then to the right once more. On our
right we see the Girls' Free School, made conspicuous by
the figure of Charity on its roof. Then comes St. Thomas'
Church. The foundation-stone was laid by Lady W.
Bentinck on April 13th, 1830, and the Church (completed
November 20th, 1831) was consecrated by Bishop Wilson
on February 2nd, 1833. The Church cost the Free School
Institution Rs. 33,641.
' WA clumsy steeple of the sugar-Joaf pattern was added at the cost of about
Rs. 5,000 raised by subscription. This was found too heavy for the founda-
tions, it weighed 115 ubns, and after it had been attended to several times
it was removed by the Ttevd. S. B. Taylor in 1878, and the present "handsome
light Italian Tower" as Mr. Taylor called it, was substituted at the small cost
to the school of Rs. 1,000. It is interesting to note that the present tower is a
fac-simile of that designed by Sir Christopher Wren for St. Mildred's, Bread
Street, London," Archdeacon Kitchin : Indian Church Quart. E&view, 1898.
pp. 465—66.
The pulpit in the Church was the gift of the Revd. E.
C. Stewart, afterwards Bishop of Waiapur, New Zealand.

